Introduction

SOUTH CAROLINA'S PLANTATIONS
& HISTORIC HOMES

otiges are the mioss honesy hisrorians. Baile h'|.' real pmrh' ra meer the needs of their tome, they
H:;II_ thie staries of lives lived and last, of children barn and raised. They bear el very real madks
of coonamic swocess and failere, and they reflect che hopes and dreams of tlierr Builders. Plain or
:.:il._‘l;d. thiey are shelvers in which families live and U and i cheir bocks, boards, and mortar live
the ghosts of joy and laughrer, sorrow and rears.

I the -:i__gl'.ru,'n_':nh and niinereenth centuries, the plantacions of Sewth Careloa created wealth on
& lowe] the waeld has r.|1'|'|'!.' seen. Souch Carolina |.1|JI'|I:|.'T!-. banle Eamaly crpires whose richies rivaled
o1 exceeded those of the ariscocraric planters of Virginia and the greae shipping and mercantile Fami-
lies of Mew England. These families oelebraced their wealch in che lves they Tved. They reaveled o
I‘;.u.m:'q" ro collect frea warks of arr and educatred therr ¢ildren in l".l:ull_l.m-.l's finese schaals, At honse,
they creared a unique woarld of social elegance and courtly behavior that borrowed irs formaliry from
European high socicry and blended it with the warm mannees and hospatality of Colonial America,
'|'-n.i.|:,'. nowhere 1= the world of the ancebellum le.nh':r more alive than weithim the walls of the houses
'r|1;"|.' bl

The very wonds "southern plantation” elice visions af e ard '_:._'r.J.I1-.1c1I.I. of elegant homes
with graceful white columns, and of carriage rides along lines shaded by rows of fragrant magnolias
or moss-draped live oaks. Yer not all plantation homes were grand and opalent, Some were simple
Farmhouses, buile with hand tools and hard Labor 1o shelver the planvec’s fumily Odliers are sy
symbals of affuence thae reflect the reserved tasees of England and continental Evrope. Yer others,
particularly those butle in the cosing decades of the antebellum ¢ra, are romantic and fanciful
displays of the wealth created during booming years of "King Comon,” Rich or peor, simple or
opulent, all plantations shared the risks and hardships of che day, Every year, success and disasrer
were determined by the weather and the quality of harveses: all faced the rials of wars, natural
disasters, and periods of economic upleaval,

These houses tell much aboue the history of South Careling and the Unired Srazes throngh che
stories of the people who built and lived in them, They bring the pasr alive, allowing us ro walk floors
that were trod by Robert B, Lee, vo sivon a porch where George Washingron reok rea, or to stand in
the room where Jeferson Davis hnally accepred thar his beloved way of life had ended. Seep into che
ballroom ar Hampron Plantation, and it is suddenly easier ve hear the music of violins and the clink
of wine glasses and to envision elegantly dressed men and women dancing beneath the lights of the
plitcering chandeliers.
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