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The Acadians

EW STORIES SURROUNDING the settlement of the New
F World evoke as many feelings of tragedy and tri-
umph as the tale of the Acadians. Colonizing Nova
Scotia’s fentile Annapolis Valley in the 1600s, 500 French
settlers adopted the name Acadie, hoping to establish an
ideal pastoral land. They prospered and, by 1750, num-
bered 14,000, becoming the dominant culture, The
threat of this enclave proved oo much for a province
run by the British, and in 1755 the Acadians were
expelled overseas, many to the US.

Acadian women [day o faar
in stmemer fostivels, displaying
forcend woedcraft and linen feotifes
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The Acadian people maimiained a traditional
Sarming and fishing lfeshile for contaries, re-croated
foday at the Village Historigre Acadien (see P73l

When England and France made
peace in 1763, the Acadians slowly
returned. Today their French-speaking
culture still thrives in coastal villages.

He Safmte-Crodx s he varliost Acerdian
settlement, established by the Fronch in
New Srvinsavick fr TOGE. The weanl,
sptctones feyout of the pillage is Dol

ACADIAN FARMING
As hardworking farmers, Acadians cleared
the land of the Annapolis Valley, built vil-
kages, and developed an extensive system
of dikes 1o reclaim the rch farmland from
tickal waters. Summer crops were carefully
harvested for the winter;, potatoes and veg-
ctables were put in cellars, and hay stored
to feed caule and goms. By the 19th cen-
tury, Acadian farmers had expanded their
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The Church of Sainl Anne in Saiuie-Anne-di-
Ruissean reprresents Acadian style in its fresh
stmplicity and elegance. Catbolicism weis very
important to the Acadians, who turmed o their
frriests for succour during the 1755 diaspora

Acadian musicians bave reflected thefr
chlinre since the 17ih century. Playving lfvely
delfon corved gaciterr foll music, they are ko
Sor thetr upbeat tines and ballads of wnre-
quiited love and social dispossession.

Acadian life revolved around the farmsteads in
each communiy, Men illed the iclds and fished
while woamen !:l:|]‘1|.'|l with the anmual harvest

crop range o include wbacco and Max,

An important crop, fay was
raked into " chafunds,” spiked
haysiacks tha dricd in the ficlds
foar aisae % wanter anpnal feed.

The Embarkation of the
Acadians ool place fn Augrst
1755, British troofis brataily
roeneded upy the Acadians for
enforced deprortadion. Crar 6,000
Avetelictns were fuil on o, some
haotitiel for the L, e Hagy i
came the Cufrins of loday. Others
redternieed e feter yeers, and today
their descendanis five in villapes
Hrroigbonnid Alleniife Cennveiele

HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW

One of the most popular poets of the 19th century, both
in the US and Europe. the American Henry Longfellow
(1807-82) is best known for his long, bittersweet nar-
rtive poems, Based on the trials and injustices of the
Acadian civilization, Fangeline, published in 1847,
traces the paths of a young Acadian couple. The
poem, now regarded as a classic, stiringly records
Fvangeline's tragic loss in this land intended as an idyll
when their love was destroyed through the upheavals

| and expulsion of the 18th century: “Loud from its rocky
caverns, the deep-faced neighbouring ocean [sings], List
to the moumnful tadition sung by the pines of the Forest, ...
List to a Tale of Love in Acadic, home of the happy.”




